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REODE ISLAND CHRONOLOGY

Census ordered by the Generel Assembly.
(Totel populetion, 57,707)

A Continentel Congress proposed in town meetlng
in Providence, end subsequently in other towns.

Stephen Hopkins end Ssamuel Werd elected delegetes
to the Congress.

A thousend militia either sterted or werse
reedy to stert, for the seat of wear on the re-
ception of the news of the battle of Lexington.

Army of observetion of 1,500 men voted by the
Generel Assembly. Governor Wanton protested.

Netheneel Greene chosen Brigedier-Generel, end
August 9, 1776, mede & Mejor=General by Congress.

Ezek Hopkins sppointed by Congress Commander B
Chief of the American navy.

Governor Wanton formally deposed by act of the
Genersl Assembly.,

The Generel Assembly formelly renounces alle-
gisnce to Great Britain in the old state house
in Providence..

Antedetes by two months the resolution of
Independence adopted by the Continental Congress
at Philedelphia end entedetes also the adoption
of the Virginias "Bills of Rights." ‘

Thus Rhode Islend may justly cleim the oldest
independent Stete in the Unlted States.

Decleretion of Independence formelly epproved
by & vote of the Genereal Assemblg in Newport
(Hed been passed by Continentel Uongress July U)

Style end title of government, In ell acts and
instruments of a public end private neture
chenged by ect of the General Assembly to

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.

Federal Constitution adopted.

Rhode Islend did not attend the Constitutional
Convention in Philedelphie in 1787. R. I. called
a Stete Convention inl790 on March l. A second
Convention retified the Federal Constitution on
Mey 29, 1790, in Newport, R. I.
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VITAL STATISTICS
(o]

Richmond, R.I. VIII.~ 32,

(Continued from Vol, VIII. - pego 27)

Reference: Jemes N, frnold, N/LRR/GANSETT HISTORIC/ZL REGISTER:
Vols VI. No. L4 =~ poge 345,

-T-
BIRTHS AND MARRILGES

Tefft Elizaboth, of Joseph & Esther, Dec. 20, 1730
Williem, i . Feb, 29, 1732
Joseph, u n Mar. 19, 1737
Ruth, o A Mer. 27, 1739
Benjemin, i " June 3, 1741
Esther, n n bug. 6, 1743
Thomas, 4 n Nov. 10, 1745
Sereah, . H Lugs 2L, 1747
Semuel, " " tug. 29, 1749
Reynolds, of John, Jr., & Hanneh, Oct. 6, 1752

v ! " “pied July 5, 1754
Clarke, 4 - Jen. 7, 1761
Hezekieh, of Williem & Mary, Dec. 16, 1753
Perdon, n R Jen, 27, 1755
Thenkful, n B Mar. 21, 1757
David, ¥ 2 fpril 19, 1760
Williem, " : Mey 21, 1763
Mery, - " b, Mar. 13, 1766
John, " ¢ Mey 18, 1767
Mery, v . Apr. 22, 1769
Caleb, Of Joseph, Jr., & Sareh, Oct. 17, 1757
Mery, = " Nov., 2, 1758
Teber, : - Mer, 3, 1761
Jemime, " " July 10, 1763
Joseph, I " API'- 6’ 1766
Sar{h’ n n June 12, 1768
fnstice, " I fpr. 1, 1773
fice, ¥ - June 16, 1775
flbro, g " Sept. 27, 1778

Phebe Woodmensee, of Pnelope,
Joenna, of BenJcmin & Debsreh

Edwe.rd’

Elizebeth,

Lse,
Jesse,

1t
"
1"

tt

Mery, of'Jerewiah & Rhgda,

Jeremich,
John,
tbigeil,
Rhode,

un’
1
n

1
u
1

Jen. 3, 1765
Feb. 7, 1766
Mer. 12, 1768
Sept. 10, 1770
June 2, 1772
Lpr. 2, 1776
ﬂpr. 2 » 1771
Dec. 29, 1772
Dec. 18, 1778
Mer. 29, 1781
fpr. 11, 1783
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RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL
TOWN MEETINGS 11~ 37

Ref': R.L.E.,No.,2 =~ page 367 Jenuery 1, 1776

Mondey Januery the first
i aboge adjougnment. st Day 1776 the town met according

Voted Joseph Woodmensee Esq., be moderetor for the dey.
Al Sﬁ;te% JonathandPgtterh?fve an order to the Treasurer for

off one poun en s lings

o Ordeg e gs 1t being for collecting the

Voted Jonathan Potter having order to the Treasurer for
the sum of Ll-10-7 with the interest until peid it being for -
the money he paid the Treasurer over and above the town rate,
Order granted.

Voted the receipt from the Treasurer to Jonethen Potter
Collector be recorded,

Voted this present meeting is adjourned to the Mondey of
this Jenuary et the house of George Webb Esq.

st
Ref: R.L.E.No.2 - page 268 Jenuery 22, 1776

Mondey the 22nd Day of January 1776 the Town met according

to the ebove edjournment ...
Voted Edward Perry be Modrator for this present meeting.

Voted Clarke Beiley be & he 1s hereby eppointed to receive
the lead of the Government & to bring it to the Toyn & to have

three shillings therefore,
Voted Simeon Clarke Jre., heve an order to the Treasurer

for the same of flve shillings & three pence it being for plank

to cover the bridge at Wood River ... order grented,
Voted this meeting be & 1t is hereby edjourned to the second

Monday in Februery next at the house of George Webb, Esq.

LYY T]
L1ty

thirtieth dey 1774 received of Peter Clerke
um of fourteen pounds sixteen shillings =
being in full of the Town Rate

ived from George Webb, Town

August the

collection the 8
Seven pence three farthings 1t

pssessed in the yeer 1773 rece
Treesurere

3

Richmond the first of Jenuery 1776 «+« These may certify
thet I have received of Mssr. Jonethan Potter Collector of

ers end cash the whole of the rate ordered end &ss=
22223 in iy , and one pound

n sd town the thirtieth of August 177
10s & eleven pence oneé ferthing over & above the sd rate.
Test Richerd Balley Town Treasurers.

Jeide
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SUGGESTED FORMAT FOR RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL VI
II." [
FUBLICATION 24

COVER: include seals of Town & Historical S

clet d o
RICHMOND HISTORY = ¥ in asnien
Volume I

RICHMOND BIBENTENNIAL (1747 to 1790)

RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

and
RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
May L, 1976 Richmond,R. I.

INTRODUCTION:

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

ARTICLES:

l., Eerly Richmond Plentations
2, History of Villages:
Alton
Cearolina
Hillsdale
Kenyon
Quarrelsome Corners
Shannock
Tug Hollow
Usquep eugh Virginia Arnold
Wood River Junction
Ida Card Beader

Woodville
Wyoming June Sheldon

NOTE: Village history should include:
1, Origin of Neame
2, Originael Land Owners
3. Reason for development
lj. Development of
Mills
Buildings
People
Facts of interest
5. Welking Tour Mep
Use numbers for buildings still standing
Use letters far sites

3, Military History (17%7 to 179?3

i, Revolutionary Deys = "Potpourr
5, Femous People (1747 to 1790)

6, Pictures and Meps

Lucy Rawlings Tootell
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RICHMOND HISTORY VIII.~- 35.
Vol, VITII. No. 7 L.R.Tootell,Wyoming,Rel. MZRCH 1976
NEXT RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOWN MEETING

The next Richmond Historicel Society Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday evening, Merch 16th, st 7:30 P,M, in the Town
Hall, Pat Millaer will telk on her stay in Breat Britein last
Yyeer end will include pictures with her talk, Members and guests
sre invited to bring any items of interest on Great Britain for
the Shoe & Tell Table,

COLLATION COMMITTEE

The Collation Committee for the above meeting will be:
Mr. & Mrs, Henry Boucher, Co-chairmen; and Cerolyn Stoner.

RICHMOND HISTORY BOOK PUBLICATION COMMITTEE MEETING

A meeting of the History Book Publication Committee will
b: ge%g ;tMthe Richmond Town He2l en Sunday afternoon, Merch 1llth,
a - .M, )

Contributors and interested members ere esked to come to
this meeting and bring eny written material comple ted to deate.
See page 36 for more detells of meeting,

Lucy Tootell will bring coffee eand fixings. As to food,
if each brings just a few finger food items, it will spice up
the efternoon. A few sandwiches might be nice., Let!s call ite
pot luck!

ERRATA

In the lest issue of RICHMOND HISTORY, pleasswrite on the
pege on Town meetings the number in the upper right hand corner
as VIII,- 33. :

£1s0 pege 29 should be written VIII.- 29, not VII.-29,

Thank you.

MAY L4, 1975 NO LONGER A HOLIDAY

The House of Representatives rescinded the law to declsare
Mey L4th a legel Holldey in honor of the Bicentennial, The resson
wes beceuse Industry wented to work, Lucy voted egainst this to
no eveil, The Senete still has to vote on this, Whet do you want?
One dey 1n two hundred yeers? Patriotism 1s no morel No wonder
people slt on the flegl

SOCIETY DUES

Send your three dollers to Treesurer Cherles Edmonds,
Ceroline, R. I. Thank you. Be one of our new members}
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RICHMOND BICENTENNIALL BUBLICLTION VIII.- 36.

The Richmond History publicsetion will be & jolnt enterprise
by the Richmond Bicentennisl Commission and the Richmond Historicel
Society. The Commission will furnish part of the cash end the
Society will furnish authors and possibly more cash. The Co-
Chairmen are Lucy Rawlings Tootell and Pzul Michud.

Ls articles are written they should be brought to yhe
workshop meetings to be read and discussed so thet the book
will be suthentic and coordinated into en interesting picture

of Richmond.,

The villege histories will show the individuelities of the
verious suthors but should include certain pertinent data such as:

l. Origin of name of village
2. Original Lend Owners
3. Reason for development of village
L, Development of
' Mills
Buildings
People
Facts of interest

5. Welking Tour Mep .
Use numbers for buildings still stending

Use letters for sites

LRTICLES: (includes nemes of writers as known to dete)
Lucy Rewlings Tootell

i lantations
Eﬁiﬁg e Gledys Segsar
Cerolina Hazel Dyson,Loulse &
Emily Hoxie
Eleanor & Earl Smith j
gii;sgale Eerl Brunskill & Charles Edmonds
Shennock Carolyn Stoner
Tug Hollow Marcus Whitford
Usquepaugh Virginia Arnold
Woodville Ids Bader Card
Wyoming June Sheldon,Peg Niles,Henry Boucher
Peul Michaud

Military History

Lower Hope Velley Gledys Segear

/RTICLES: ( still in need of & writer)

arrelsome Corners (Richmond Center)
Wood River Junction

di
éggglugionary Deys - "Potpourri’ (Items of interest)

Femous People
rst workshop meeting is Sunday, Merch

1t forget 4 our £l
1hth,ng :30 P.m. in the Richmond Town Heall.
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RICHMOND HIBTORY VIIL.~ 37,
’
Vol. VIII. No.8  L.H.Tootoll,Wyoming,H. le 02890 IPHIL 1576
NEXT RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOWN MEETING
The next Richmond Historicel S8oclety Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday evening, April 20th, st 6:30 P.M., at %ho Corolina

Volunteer Fire Depertment hesdquarters R .
Town House Road). aqu on Route 112 (carolina

The progrem will be e COUNTRY HOE-DOWN GET#TOGETHER so
wear Blcentennial or Country Clothes and comforteble dence ghoes.

There will elso be & POT LUCK SUPPER so please call the
Collation Cheirman, Ide Beder (364-625lL) and tell her what you
are plenning to bring. Thank you.

This Pot Luck Supper 1s not to be confused with the annual
meeting banquete.

With a bit of luck and persuesion, someone may teach you,
who do not know it all slready, how to mske JONNYBAKES ! |
Professional jonnycske makers sre also invited to give advise |

Members are 8lso invited to contribute games, songs, oI
eny fun ideas, Come and enjoy yourself.

COLLATION COMMITTEE

The Collation Committee for the above meeting will be:
Mr. & Mrs. Raymnd Bader, Co-Chairmen; Hope Blaine, Mr. & Mrs.
Melvin Tayler; and Edna Richmond,

NEXT RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL BOOK PUBLICATION COMMITTEE MEETING

The next workshop meeting of the Richmond History Book
Publication Committee will be held on Sunday, April 25th, at
2:30 P.M. at the Richmond Town Hall.

Lucy will bring coffee and fixings, Others are asked to
being finger foods such as sandwiches, cookies, etc.

More informetion on this meeting will be found on another

ege in the News Letter. Remember everyone 1s invited to make
contributions and idees to all parts of this book even though
you are not dolng the sctuel writing. This is e joint projecti

NEW MEMBER

The Membership Chairman 1s pleased to announce that we
have a new member, Paul Michaud, Chairman of the.Richmond Bi-
centennial Cormission, and we teke this opportunity to welcome

him end hope he will enjoy belng a member,

JOIN THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY =~ Dues are $3.,00. Pay Charles J. Edmond:

Treassurer, Cerolina, ReTe

e
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MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING - February 22, 1976 VIII.- 38.

By Eleanor House Smith

The meeting wes celled to order st 2:35 P.M, with twelve
members, including twe children, present. We also had two guests
from the Hopkinton Historicsl Society: Miss Gledys Segar and Miss

Glaedys Palmer,
Charles Edmonds, Treasurer, reported financial standing of

$2,142,62,

At the March meeting, Pstty Miller will give her telk on
her trip to England and Scotlend. Henry Boucher and Carolyn
Stoner will serve the collation.

The current newsletter of the Charlestown Historical Society
wes shown,

A letter was recelved from Margaret Arnold (Mrs. Dexter Otis
Arnold), the Chairmen of the Boerd of Advisors st Weshingto,D.C.,
2 boerd which selects the Outstending Young Woman of America,

To shoose the Young Women of 1976, leaders of various organizations
ére requested to nominste an outstending young woman in their

community in the age range 2- to 36 yeerse.
Notice wes reed from the Rjjode Island League of Historical

Societies concerning the meeting et Johnston and Wgles School on

February 19,
Psul Michaud received a letter from the Americen Revolution-

sry Bicentennisl Commission, Weshington, D.C., in which it was
announced thst our Richmond Historicsl Society Feir will be held
July 26, Sorry, but that wes last yeer'!s date, Our 1976 Fair will

be held on July 2.
Herb Arnold reported he hed talked with Dennis Murphy con-

cerning Bell School, Mr. Murphy expleined thet work on the school
resteration haed been halted because the workmen were called to
another project, which wss expected to be completed within a month,
at which time, work would resumelon the Bell School. In the mean-

time, work is being done on the windows, :
The April meeting will be held &t the Caroline Fire Station

with pot luck supper errenged by Ida and Ray Bader, The entertein-
ment? A HOE-DOWN,
It was voted that Lucy Tootell and Peul Michaud be made co-
chairmen to prepsre the Richmond Bicentenniel History Book;
motion being made by Charles Edmonds, seconded by Helen Brunskill
Lucy was given time to discuss the possible form&at of the
history book. She stressed the importence, in daily 1life, of
writing down ell the history one remembers; vital femily history
end events which occur within families, All of these things add
up to history which cen be used in teaching children end sdults.
Since we cannot put Richmond's complete history into one book, 1t
was suggested we might write the history from 1747 - 1790, with
the thought in mind of writing e supplement et some future time,
continuing on from 1790. However, everyone was encouraged to
continue on from 1790, snd write #s much history ss they wish,
even up to the present time, "
As an exemple, the smasll book, "Ships, Seilors and Seaports,
published some time esgo by the Pettaquamscutt Historical Society,
wes shown. Twe or three yesrs were required to realize a return on
this book, but, eventually a profit was made. (Continued next page)
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MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING - Feb, 22, 1976 VIII.~- 39.
(Continued from page 38)

Lucy ran through the proposed formet es printed on pages
34 end 36 i,e, origin of villsege nemes, how villeges ceme into
being, mill-owners, land~-owners, etc, Research of town records
was stressed to verify authenticity of nemes end detess, Some
light stories should be included to hold the interest of those
who do not cere much ebout reeding. Sketched meps should be
included becesuse sites, buildings, etc., change so much over the
yeers., Degar's store end the Bank Bullding were cited as exemples
of such changes, Famous people, such ss the esrly Balleys should
be included and the town's militery history, et vwhich polnt she
reed from the "Gazeteer of Connectlcut end R,ode Islend," by
Willism S. Mersh (published in 1819), the erticle on Richmond.

She also read the proposed lntroduction, "Early Plantation,”
which she hes written for the history book.

Lucy suggested we get together once in a while to go over our
material, A confirmed . dste would be sent to the writers, either

by letter or the news letter,
Writing volunteers were celled for end responded as follows:

Ida & Ray Bader

Woodville
Usquepaugh Virginia K. Arnold
Shannock Carolyn Stoner
Hillsdale Eleenor & Esrl Smith
Alton Gladys Segar
Kenyon Cherles Edmonds & Earl Brunskill
Militery History Peul Michaud
Wyoming June Sheldon,Peggy Niles,Henry Bou~' ..
Arceadia Ursula Luth
Carolina Hezel Dyson
Sally Hoyle

Beaver River Vally

Persons not present et this meeting were to be interviewed
concerning these assignments.

Carolyn Stoner asked st what dste the book hed to be finished.
Lucy steted that ne dete head been set but whenever 1t wes pub-

lished, it would be in honor of the Bicentenniel.
P.M. so we could enjoy the

The meeting edjourned et L
enormous ceke doneted by Charlie Edmonds. 1t wes colorfully
decorsted in honor of the Bicentennlal and the Richmond Histori-
cal Society end tiny United States flegs edged the entird ceake.
Chocolate chip cookies were glso ssmpled - we country folk have

country eppetites!
HUMANITIES GRANT

Cheriho High School has been ewarded a $2,267 grent by the
Rhode Islend Committee for the Humenities to cerry out a project
entitled YANKE INGENUITY: C/N THE GOVERNMENT IT FORGED SURVIVE?
Nine seniors at the high school ere involved., If they should ask
tc interview you, hopefully you will be willing.
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RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL PUBLIC/TION VIII.~ L4oO.

The first workshop meeting was held st the Town Hall
Sundey efternoon, March 14th, 1976, on
c 1Pregsnt werg: giﬁginia frnold, Ida Beder, Gladys Seger,

earolyn Stoner, Cerl Richerd, Marcus Whitford, El
Eerl Smith, and Lucy Tootoell. p SRR LR,
The following articles were discussed:

Woodville Ida Beder
Wyoming Everyone

Alton Gladys Segsr
Hlllsdele Elesnor Smith
Shennock Carolyn Stoner
Tug Hollow Marcus Whitford
Usquepaugh Virginia frnold

Many suggestions were made for sdditions to the articles
discussed, It is importent thet sll be at the meetings in order
that your article cen be enriched by contributions from the
other members., Some excellent suggestions resulted from this
meeting,

The next workshop will be at the town hall on Sunday
efternoon, fpril 25, 1976, ot 2:30 P.M. (See first pege for
detsils),

The fgenda will discuss articles not mentioned at the
previous meeting first., If time 2llows, we will return to
corments on articles discussed at the previous meeting,

Everyone is urged to bring any data or referencesnto the
Revolutionery military period s it perteins to Richmond.

We are still looking for volunteers to write on one ef:
the following subjects or possibly a topic of their own choice:

Quarrelsome Corner School District No, 5 (Richmond Center)

WoodRiver Junction
LErcedla

Col, John Slocum

Beaver River Valley

Brandt!s Iron Works

Barberville

We have some very talented members who heve not been heard
from yet who could do an excellent jeb with one of these topics

or one of their own:

Petricia Millar

Helen & Earl Brunskill
Mzrjorie Schunke

Marion H awkins

Oliver Stedman

Psuline & Paul deGennett

Don't forget the dete for WORKSHOPYL ! - Sunday - April 25 - 2:30 P.YM.
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RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL VIII,~ L41.
TOWN MEETINGS

Ref: R,L,E.No.,2 ~ page 369 February 12, 1776

Lt a town meeting held by edjournment in Richmond in
Kings County in the Colony of Rhode Island on Monday the
12th Day of February 1776 st the house of George Webb Esq.

Edwaerd Perry, Moderator present ---

Voted the Town Council be & they are herby required to
bring in a list of all persons being inhabitants of the
Town that are not asble to provide for themselves with fire-
erms, baggonets, & cartouche boxes, and meke report to this
town on the 19th day of instant February ---

Voted Clarke Bailey have an order to the Treasurer for
the sum of three shillings it being for his bringing the

town'!s leed ... order granted ...
Voted this town meeting be & it 1s hereby adjourned to

£h§b19th day of this instant February at the house of George
e L N ]

February 19, 1776

February Monday the 19th Day 1776 the town met according

to the above adjournment.

Edward Perry Moderator present ...

Voted the report presented to the town meeting by the
town council is received and ordered to be recorded ...

Voted the treasurer be & is hereby directed to procure
three fire erms baggonut® & certouch boxes for the town's
use end that he give his security for the same ...

Voted Semuel Stanton have &an order to the treasurer for
the sum of one pound one shilling it being for service done for
the town ... order graented,.

Voted that there be a rate or tax on the poles & ratable
ostete of this town of Richmond of the sum wf fifty pounds to be
collected & paid into the town treasurer on or hefore the last
Tuesday in fugust Next ...

Voted two pence be the pole tex for the present rate,

Voted Peleg Thomas Jr., be collector of retes he doing it

for eleven pence per pound and complying with the law.
& Lieutenant Thomas James be gpproved

Voted George Webb Esq.
of as bondsmen for the feithfull preformance of Peleg Thomes Jr.,

Collector of the reates,
Voted this meeting be & the seme is hereby desolved,

Lty
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Richmond, R.I, VITAL STLTISTICS VIII.=- L2,
to 0

(Continued from Vol, VIII. = page 32)

Reference: James N. Arnold, N/RRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER:
Vole VI, No. 4 - pege 3.6,

-.T-
BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES

Tefft George, of Samuel, Jr., & Amie, May 7, 1772
i Died Dec. 10, 1773
Susanngh, : : June 20, %;;g
fmie Dec. 20
Georée, “ " Oct. 18: 1780
Josigh, n n Sept. 12, 1782
Esther, : : Feb, 25178587
Sareh ' ' Jan. 1
Elizabeth, " " Nov. 16, 1788
Williem, 3 :: Oct. 3, 1791
Gerdiner, Jen, 26, 1791
Benjamin, of Thowas & Lygia, ?ep:i %é, %;gg
Sarah pY ’
Esther, ; p o Feb, %B,légET
ed eC.
Joseph, n u Lpril d, 1779
Thomas, I i Feb, 23, 1781
Welcome, " i Oct. L4, 1782
Lbrem, ‘: 5 Jan, 2}, 1785
" ; : : Died Oct. z, 1722
Lydia Auge L, 17
o8y :: :: Died Dec. gz, l7gg
Mar Jan, 17
W’ u u Died April 5, 1827
Lydia, 3 ﬁ June 29, 1790
Died May 2, 1797
i ! : Died oot %g 143
Jemes, " of William & Mary, ﬁeb hlg %3;8
Joseph arc
Caleg,’of Taber & Sarah, Oct. lh, 1782
Elizabeth, " June 16, 1784
Joanna, of J'osephd Jre., & Abigail, Dec. 28, 1789
Joseph Maxson, i Sept. 13, 1791
William, n : Jen. 20, 1794
ey de L EREE
are . »
Benjamin, of Samuel Albro & Sarah, Nov, 22, 1798
flice flbro,lst, ) Aug. 1, 1800
ILlice lero, End., " ; July 29, 1802
Joseph, : 3 July 21, 1804
Samuel flbro, “ " gu%. Zé 1%3;9
Teaber uly
Sarih,tnn, u o Nov, 15: 1812
Jeremiah Gardiner, " " Nov. 20, 1817
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RICHMOND HISTORY VIII.~- 43.

Vole Vili, No.9 L.R.Tootell,Wyoming,R.I.02898 JUNE 1976

'RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING

The ennual meeting of the Richmond Historicel Soclety wil
1
391held on Tuesday, June 15, 1976, at 6:30 P.M. st the Cazolina
olunteer Fire Company heedgquerters on the Carolina-Town House

Road.u

There will be a POT LUCK SUPPER. Bring your own plate and
silverware and cups and nepkins.

Hank Handell will be making Jonnycsekes,

Mr, & Mrs.\Herbert Greene Gerdner will be invited guests,

The LH Club will do e squere dance.
There will be electlion of new officers.

COLLATION COMMITTEE

The Collation Committee for the ebove meeting will be:
Mr., & Mrs, Clarence Handell end Mr, & Mrs. Herbert Arnold.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE

The nominsting committee for next yesr!s slete of officers
will be: Ceptain Mercus L, Whitford, Caerolyn Stoner, and Yvonne

Dawley.
NEXT YE/RS DUES

Send three dollers

Jhne 1, 1976 is yime for dues egain.
Plesse

($3.00) to Treasurer Cherles Edmonds, Carolina, R. I..
inform him of eny change of address._Thank you.

BICENTENNIAL BOOK PUBLIC/TION

For those who wish to visit the Richmond frchives in the
Town Hell to check on meterlal evallsble or help with reseerch,
Irchivist Lucy Tootell wlll be &t the Town Hell on Tuesdey,
June 22nd, end 29th, from 2 to 4 P.M. These detes will be the
only detes during June for consultetlon,

cedia, end Eerl Brunskill will

Ursulas Luth will write on fr
s writing on Beaver

write on Col., John Slocum. Sally Hoyle i

River Velley.
FOOD /ND CRAFT S/LLE

July 25 for the ennuel Food end

Sezve July 24 or raindate
lewn of the Rawlings Estate to

Creft Sele to be held on the
y the Historicel Society. More on thls later.

be sponsored b
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RICHMOND HISTORY VIII.- L3.

Vol, VIII. No.9 L.R.Tootell,Wyoming,R.1.02898 JUNE 1976

RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING

The ennual meeting of the Richmond Historicel Soclety will
be held on Tuesday, June 15, 1976, at 6:30 P.M. at the Carolina
Volunteer Fire Company heesdquarters on the Carolina~Town House

Roead,

There will be a POT LUCK SUPPER, Bring your own plete end
silverware and cups and nepkins,

Hank Handell will be making Jonnycekes.
Mr. & Mrs, Herbert Greene Gardner will be invited guests.
The 4H Club will do e square dence.
There will be election of new officers.
COLL/TION COMMITTEE

The Collation Committee for the above meeting will be:
Mr, & Mrs. Clerence Handell and Mr., & Mrs. Herbert Arnold.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE

e —— - et m S———

The nomineting committee for next yeer!s slete of officers
will be: Cgptein Mercus L, Whitford, Cerolyn Stoner, and Yvonne

Dawley.
NEXT YE/RS DUES

Jtne 1, 1976 is ime for dues sgeain., Send three dollers
($3.00) to Treessurer Cherles Edmonds, Carolina, R. I. Pleese
inform him of eny change of address: Thank you.

BICENTENNIAL BOOK PUBLIC/TION

For those who wish to visit the Richmond /rchives in the

Town Hell to check on meteriel evaileble or help with reseearch,
/rchivist Lucy Tootell will be et the Town Hell on Tuesdeay,
June 22nd, end 29th, from 2 to L4 P.M. These detes will be the

only detes during June for consultetion,

Ursulae Luth will write on Arcedia, end Eerl Brunskill will
write on Col. John Slocum. Selly Hoyle 1s writlng on Beaver
River Velley,

FOOD /ND CRAFT S/ILE
reindete July 25 for the annuel Foed end

lewn of the Rawlings Estate to
More on this leter,

Seve July 24 or
Creft Sele to be held on the
be sponsored by the Historicel Soclety.

* L]
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4

VII o= .
TS I~ Uh
By James R, Irish, D, D,

CHLR/CTERISTICS

It has elready been noticed thet Ric
in 1747, The first Town Meeting wes held e DR s e

I
efter the act of incorporetion. ugust 28th, ten days

"Ceptain Richerd Beiley wes chosen Moderstor,"

"James AL

dems end Stephen Richmond were chosen to receive
the votes put

in at this town meeting,"

"John Webster wes chosen Town Clerk for the remesinder of
the year, end engoged,"

"Voted, that John Webster, Cept. Richerd Be

ile Joseph
Hoxsie, Jemes Ldems, s c

Williem Potter and Joseph Clerke ere chosen

the six Town Councilmen for the remeinder of the yeer, end engeged.

"Voted, That Joseph Enos be chosen Treasurer for the re-
meinder of the year, end engaged."

e minor officers for the town were elected much-in the_
seme order as st the present dey, = R S

— —— S T T

g T —

Cept. Richard Bailey &end John Webster were chosen Deputies
to attend the General Assembly to be held in King'!s County on
the lest Wednesday in October.

-

Whether the Town Council were disposed to meke thelr office
unnecessarily burdensome to the town, or whether e penurious
jealousy spreng up among the freemen, it is difflicult now to seay.
The action of 2 town meeting, only & few yeers efter orgenization,
shows thet politicel servents were disposed to be fed et the
public crib more then the pecople were willing to ratify. The
following was passed as an sct of the Town Meeting:

"Whereas, The Town Council of this town hes been a2 consi-
erable charge to the town for their meeting togethor on the
business of seid town, for & remedy whereof for the future:

"Be it enacted by seid town, That from and after the first
Tuesday in June next ensuing{ That sald Town Council beer their
own expenses for the future.,"

The French end Indien wer soon followed, The manner in which
the town met the exigency will sppeer from their ection in Town
Meeting, held on the 3d dey of November 1756, as follows:

(Continued next page)

- ——
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"Be it enacted in the Town of Richmond, by the freemen
&énd frocholders thereof, Thot if cny men or men bo pressed as
ebove srid, end is unwilling to go in His Mo jesty'!s sorvice,
Thet then the inhebitents of the town shell forthwith hire some
eble bodied men, or men, to go in his or their room, or rooms,
or pey the rensom for the fmpressed man, or men; end the rensom
or hired men or men shell bo peid by o public town rete to be
assescsed on the inhebitonts of this town of Richmond in pro-
portion according to thelr rateble estates now stated by the
colony eforesaidk oxcept the pole money.

fnd be it furthor enacted by the freemen and freeholdcrs
of this town of Richmond, thet all the monoy raised end promised
to pey the volunteors, end those pressed, or drewn, or raised
in thls town of Richmond by & speclel act of the Generel Zssembly
of the Colony efreseid, to be raised on the 2lst dey of October
lest pest, the said money shcll be repald unto every men, or men,
thet hes peaid or lent money unto the above seid soldiers as &
bounty or encouregement to enlist.

{nd be it further enected, That the eforesaid money sheall
be repeid by a public town rete to be assessed on the inhebi-
tants of this town of Richmond, inproportion according to their
reteble estetes now stated by en act of the colony.
5 And be it further enacted by the freemen end freeholders
of the town of Richmond, Thet 21l the~offlicers~thet-are or - ————— 7. -
shell be elected as retemekers, or assessors, or collectors,
treesurers or other officers, in executing any pert, or perts,
of the aforeseid act, or ects, shall heave no fee or pey for
their lebor or trouble, but shell do it for nothing.

O e L e,

/nd be it further enected by the authority efreseld, That
every person thet shell be reted for the cherge eforeseid, shall
bring in his proportion of seid rete to the Town Treasurer of
seid Richmond, &t, or before the 7th day of December next. fnd
if eny person, or persons, shell neglect to bring in his or
thelr rate, as above sezid, Thet the Town Treasurer of seid
Richmond grent forth his werrent to distrein so much of his, or
their goods end chettels as will pey their respective retes,”

The petriotism thus displeyed in reletion to the French
end Indien wer, was but & prelude to a readier end more self-
secrificing consecration in the war of the revolution, &s will
be seen by the record.

Lt the last Town Meeting under coloniel euthority, held
June Lth, 1776 one month previous to the declaration of 1ndepcn=-
dence, we find the first record of werlike meesures mede by this
town towerd the war of the revolution, That record sayd:

(Continued next page)
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"Joseph Woodmency, Jonethen Moxson, John Clerke, Semucl
Clerke, Semuel Staunton, Williem Kenyon, Thomes Lillibridge,
Richerd Beiley, Jr., Joseph Woodmancy, Jr,, end Nicholes Mosher,

heve egreed to give one dey each towerds meking the town's lead
end powder into certouches,"

lLgein:

"Woted, That Celeb Berber have en order to the Treasurer
for three shillings, it being for a box of certouches."

The next Town Meeting was held fugust 27th, 1775, when
the town enrolled itself es Richmond in King's County,

ST/TE OF RHODE ISLZND

thus indorsing the Declesrstion of Independence mede July lLth,
previous,

This meeting ordered thet their “old schedules made before

the rhvisel of the late lews, be used to the meking of certouches.'
It was elso

"Voted, That Cept. Joseph Tefft, Jr., end Capt. Devid Potter
be £ committee to receive of the State the town's proportion of
selt, end bring it into town," S S -

T —— o ———

e ——— e ——

R e —

s e —

£t a Town Meoting held September 16th, 1776, it wes |

"Voted, That the soldiers ordered to be raised in this town,
by the committee appointed to ect during the recess of the
Generel Lssembly, have their weges edvanced to three shillings
per day, including whet 1is psid them by the government, which
shell enlist into the service,

Voted, That cepteins of the compenies in this town be, and
ere hereby directed to call their respective companies together
eccording to the alarm list, at one or more places on the 19th
instent, in order to raise thc above mentioned troops,

Voted, On the 20th of September, That Mejor Richerd Beiley
end Semuel Clarke be eppointed & committee to receive of Wm.
Tefft, Esq., twenty-one guns, bayonets end certouch boxes, end
delived them to the soldelrs reised in this town, end thet the
seme be branded with the letter R before delivery,

Ind theat they 2lso be directed to receive of the said
Williem Tefft the remeinder of the guns, etc., when finished,
giving thelr receipts for the same, =% end thoet said committee
furnish the ensign and each sobdier with o blenket and snepseack;
#:+: end that every soldicr furnishing himself with & blanket and
snepseck shell be ellowed six shillings therefor."

(Continued next pege)
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"Voted, That if there 18 no o sufficiont sum of monoy in
the troesury to procuro tho above blenkots, ote,, tho trorsurcr
be cuthorized to hire a sufficiont sum for thot purposc,

Voted, Thet Coptein Mexson bo ollowed onc shilling per dey
for throe months if not dischergoed soonor,"

£t e Town Meoting held November 29th, 1776, it wes

"Voted, That this town give cech soldier, now to be raised,
ono shilling per day over end above the Stete's pey, cs en
enco?ragomont for their enlistment, during the time they are in
service,

That Williem Tefft, Esq., be & committoe to ect in conjunc-
tion with the Committee of Sefety in tho oquipping of the soldiers
now to be reised,"

Deccmber 3d, 1776, Town Meeting

“"Voted Thet the Tressurer be directed to hire sixty-threc
pounds to pey the soldiers now £t Rhode Island the town's advence

money to them by their return,

Voted, Thet Richerd Bailey have an older of seven pounds, .
o h_mgour shilliqg&s it being for blankets for the soldiers,” =

While the freemen end frecholders showed thelr readiness
to tex themselves to meet the demends of thelr country in the
hour of its triel, the young men, £nd the petriots of middle
life, entered the renks of the militia, es minute men, to &nswer
eny cell thet & ncw phese of denger might demend; or, with still
greeter secrifice, thrust themselves away from home and its
endesrments, to endure the fatigue end sufferings of cemp life in
the field forces of the revolution, Camp life then wes no holiday
sport, es pictured by the historians of thesc deys. They endured
long end fetiguing merches with scenty food end still more scant
clothing; somctimes merching over the snow end frozen ground,
which they trod with the blood trickling from their chilled and
wounded feet. This they endured while thec wages were low, and
often uncertein, from which to forwerd supplies to their needy
femilies. Nor were our mothers end their deughters wenting of
feith, and the true spirit of consocrction, in those times. They
geve their sons, brothers, end lovers, words of blessing end
words of cheer &s they sent them forth to stand in the gep of
their country! peril. They stood not in passive ldleness to await
the result, or to depend on the strong erm of their sons end
brothers for support. In the eloquent lenguege of Rev. F. Denison:

— ————

UWhile the men were in cemp ond in bettle, the women menaged
the home effeirs. They not only turned their cernest hands to the

disteff, end loom, &nd needle. They rose up to do ell home duties,
They conducted the delry, they meneged the horses, cesttle and flocks.

(Continued next page)

LR
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RICHMOND HISTORY (Continued-.from previous peage) VIII.- 48,
They even grasped the plow and the sickle,"

The foregoing extrects from the records give a clearcut
flew of the spirit with which our progenitors met the exigencies
of the war of the revolution. More such might be madek but
these ere sufficient for the purpose for which they ere mede,
viz: by the examples of the pest, to prompt us to noble endeavors
in the present, thet shell live to cheer and quicken their, end
our, successors in the interests of the future,

The wer heving, efter yesrs of toll and herdship, been
brought to & successful issue, end our independence having been
ecknowledged, a delicete end difficult task was committed to our
sages.and patriots: the duty of giving to the people a consti-
tution thet should bind the people of the Stetes in a union,
wise, safe, permenent and successful, After four months of earnest
deliberetion, the convention edopted a constitution which they
hed fremed, end submitted it to the people of the States for
thelr epprovel, through their conventions.

A more determined opposition to this constitution was mani-
fested in Rphode Island then in the other States, so that this
State wes the last to accept it as the lew of the land, and to
enter into the Union, But as in duty bound, by an fct of the
Legislature, this constitution was submitted to the actlon of
the freemen of the severel towns, in Town Meeting. The vote.of.

————this-towny—after.much-dlscussiaon,-ues teken March 2, 1787, o

The vote tsken shows the conservetive tendencies that then
prevailed, end the slownese of the people to sdopt new end untried
principles in importent publio matters,

(R s o

There were at the time:

Legal voter in the toWwn o o« « ¢ ¢ o s ¢ o o o« o o o o s o [T
Present and voted « « o o « o a s.o o o ¢ .0 s s o ¢ s 1 o 69
Voted LGAINST edopting the constitution , . . « . « . . & 6%

Voted FOR its edoption . . « « ¢ « « &

L8 these votes were teken yea and nay, the names of the
voters remein on the record. The name of the men who could dare

to stend alone was:
JONLTHLN MAXSON
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FOOD & CRIZFTS FLAIR

. reminder that our third annuel Food & Crafts Fair will
teke plece on July 24th (in cese of rein on July 25th) from
10:00 A.M. to 5 P.M,, on the Rewlings Homesteed leown.

There will be contests on needlework semplersend beked
breed., Prizes will be ewarded to the winners.

Tebles will be leden with all menner of handcrafts eand
homemede jams, jollles, brown breed, cookies, cckes, end
treasures,

Yvonne Dawley will have the teble with donested baked goods
for sele for which we thenk those who cre giving so generously
of their time end money.

Come and bring your friends.
NEWLY ELECTED OFFICER - 1976 to 1977

President: Herbert Arnold

Vice-Bresident: Patricie Millar

Secretary: Ida Cerd Bader

Treasurer: Charles Edmonds ,
Member-et-large: Henry Boucher (for 3 years)
Member-st-lerge: Lucy Rewlings Tootell (for 2 years)
Member-at-lerge: Mercus L. Whitford (for 1 year)

The above officers will be instelled et the September
meeting.

DUES

The 1976/77 dues ere now owing as of June 1, 1976. Pay
your $3,00 family membership to Charles Edmonds, Trecsurer,
Caroline, R. I.

BOOK PUBLICATION
£ zentle reminder that the article for the Book publi-

3

cetion on RICHMOND HISTORY is due as of Lugust 1, 1976.
RICHMOND ON THE MAP AGLIN

Reed the erticle, HISTORIC PRESERVLTION IN RHODE ISLAND,
by Intoinette Forrester Downing, in the Februsary 1976 issue of
RHODE ISLLND HISTORY, the R.I.Historicel Society publicetion.
it mentions Thomas L. Tefft end the old R.I. State House on page
S end shows & picture of the octagonal f4.S.Potter house in
Cerolins, R. I. on pege 25. The entire article is worth reeding.
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RICHMOND BICENTENNIAL PUBLICLTION

VIII.- 52,

The deadline for the historicel articles is fug, 1, 1976
If Cheirmen Tootell does not receive the article orga wéitZZn.
or telephone call from the writers of the articles by sugust
3rd., she will proceed to ask somoone else to do the writing,

It is necessary to know the number of peages in the final
publication in order to estimete the total cost of publication.
The meps do not have to be completed at this time es e future
meeting will be given over to the discussion of meps end pictures
to be Included. Only the written article is needed by fug. 3rd.

Lucy Tootell will be at the Zrchives in the Richmond Town
Hall on Tuesday from 2 to 4 P.M. on Xuly 20, 27th, end fug. 3rd.
for consultations or help with the historicel files or to receive

the finished articles.

Typed articles should be double spaced with 10 & 75 margins.
or within the red lines of theme peper which can be purchased at

Flemings or any office supply store.

Richmond Plantations
£lton

Cerolina
Hillsdale

Kenyon

Shannock

Tug Hollow
Usquepaugh
Woodville
Militery History
Hope Valley Lower
Wyoming

Seger Store,Wyoming
Wood River Junction
Lrcedia
Beesver River Vealley
Thomas £, Tefft
Col, John Slocum

ARTICLES

Lucy Tootell

Gladys Segar

Hazel Dyson

Eleanor Smith

Charles Edmonds & Earl Brunskill
Carolyn Stoner

Marcus Whitford

Virginia Arnold

Ida Bader

Paul Micheaud

Gladys Seger

Henry Boucher,June Sheldon,
Peggy Niles,

Gladys Segar

Olivor Stedman

Ursula Luth

Sally Hoyle

Leona Kelley

Eaerl Brunskill
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Richmond, R.I. VITAL STATISTICS VIII.- .53
(1747 to 1850)

(Continued from Vol. VIII. -~ page 2)

I

Reference: James N, Arnold, NARRAGANSETT HISTORIC/L REGISTER:
Vol. VI. No. L4 =~ pege 3L48.

=U-
MARRIAGES

Utter Williem, end Dinah Reynolds, both of Exeter; m. by
Samuel Tefft, Justice, Nov. 30, 1749.

Note. No virth or death recorded under thls letter,
o
MARRIAGES

Vallett James, and Mery Ann Moore; m. by Elder Henry B. Locke,
M&I‘. 31, 1839.

Note. No birth or death recorded under this letter.
W
MARRIAGES

Wetson Simeon, and Hennsh Kenyon; m. by Semuel Refft, Justice,
Oct. 214, 1T748.
Abigeil, =nd Caleb Foster, Feb. 9, 1752.
John, end Hannsh Harrington; m. by Thomas Kenyon,
Justice, Oct. 31, 1756.
John, and flice Potter; m. by Edwerd Perry, Justice
May 17, 1759.
Stephen B. aged L5 yesrs; end Sareh Star, widow, aged
L1 yesrs; m. by Elder A, D, Williams, Mar. 5, 1850,
Weaver John, of Epst Greenwich, and Abigeail Kenyon, of Richmond
m. by Stephen Richmond, Justice, Dec. 20, 1747.
Webb Mary, end Jonsthen Tefft, Jen. 26, 1749.
George, Jr. and Dorces Phillips; m. by Stephen Richmond,
Justice, Nov. 19, 1752,
John, and £lice Potter; m. by Stephen Richmond, Justilce,
FEb. WO, 1755. s
Joshua, of George, end Esther Kenyon, of Thomas, son of
Devid; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, Feb. 16,1777.
Webster Elizsbeth, snd John Kenyon, Jen, 18, 17L48.
John, Jr., and Elizebeth Moshier; m. by Stephen Richmond,
Dece. 6, 1751.
Thankful, end Peul Herrington, Oct. 12, 1760,
Thomas, and Patience Adams; m. by Edward Perry, Justics,
Nove 17, 1765.
Msrgeret, end Philip Griffeth, May 21, 1769.
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RICHMOND HISTORY TOWN OF RICHMOND VIII,~ She
(I747 to 1876)

By James R, Irish, D, D.
AGRICULTURE, ETC.

Cxen were chiefly their team of draft end

hgrse being less serviceable from the fact thatgitggggkéegge
Samosﬁ unknown, Men now living cen remember when the "Lockshire"
o s e only plow for principal work, but thet was the successor

o others still more rude, awkward and defective., The Lockshire
wes followed by the Dutch plow, This in turn gave-place to the
cest iron plow which began to be introduced about 1820 end for
a long time was used only by & few. Whether now, polished steel
prlows havs been introduced into Richmond, I em not informed.
They zre "sine quéa non" of the west, and Richmond will not be

long without them,

Locomotive conveyances for persons and produce, in those
eerly times, were quite primitive., The lover end his lass, when
out for a pleasure ride, must needs have sepsrate horses, the
latter upon her side-saddle, or placed on & pillion upon the
same horse with her beau, supported in plece with one arm partly
encircling the body, &nd her left hend resting on the 1iron hoop
of the pillion., The first one horse wagon introduced into the
town, is said to have been imported from Connecticut by Mr. George

Perry, the grandfather of Hon. H.F. Clerke. The exact form of

this one I em not able to give, but probebly it was much the same
on, being a frame body

as those in use at my eerly recollecti
d axle by a jolnted snipe=-

with high sides attached to the forwer
bill for a king-bolt. These, for the most pert, had no springs

elther under the body or the seat. The latter wes at first & box
the box sometimes elevated at the bottom

with en eleveted back;
end resting on the floor of the body, sometimes with a long
wooden spring extending the entire length of the body, resting
on slets et the end-boerd; seats resting on braces, with more or
less spring, bolted to sills deteched from the body but resting
on its floor. These were known as grasshopper seats,

tion, having

Elliptical steel springs were & leter inven
been preceded by the chaise with leathern thorough-brece springs.
Before the introduction of oneé horse wagons, marketing was done
by cerrying light burdens on horseback, in bags or basketse.
Sometimes a sort of dray was extemporized, consisting of two

herness, end extending

poles pleced as thills to the rings of the
beck end resting on the ground. These were kept at & proper
by cross boards, pinned or bolted upon

distence from each other
I fwhich the burden was laid and held in plece by
Gardner Nichols informed me,

rds or hes, In this way, Hon.
gget his thher.transported two Lockshire plows from elght

miles beyond Wickford.
(To be continued)
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