. L. - "
36, s LLST TOWN MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The feptured spesker of the evening spoke to a packed house

ot the lest Richmond Historical Society Meeting. All credit for this
interest in USQUEPLUGH goes to Mrs. Esther L. .Kenyon who geve an
eloquent and very instructive talk on her home village.Her own
story (Read below) will sptly give the reeder an ides of how in-
teresting her discourse reslly wes. With edditionel corments from
Frank Dgwley, Hope Blaine, and others, there were some very a-
musing comments on some of the locel characters of & generation
or two ego which 'do not beer repesting in this News Letter,The
" sponteneous lesughter from the eudience including the younger set

- Indiceted that this was the most relaxed and enjoyeble progrem to
. dete, Many thenks to Esther for her telk and erticle. Zgain the
refreshments were ample end.esdequate due to the efforts of the
* Stuert Kenyons, Herbert Lrnolds, and Frank Dawleys.

USQUEPLUG
By Mrs, Esther L. Kenyon

_ On the eastern edge of our town of Richmond i1s the small
villege of Usquepatig. It lies pertly in Richmond end partly in
South Kingstown. Lccording to sn 1850 map of the town, this
villege does not encompass a very large area. The map shows that
it .cxtends from the Beglay plece (now Parson's home) to Mrs. Henneh
Palmert!'s (now MacLaughlin's). The aree directly out of Usquepaug
end in South Kingstown along whst is now route 138 was known as
WASHINGTONVILLE. :

It is hard to reslize that such a small ares was such a
thriving plece and carried on so much enterprise, Originaelly it
was called MUMFORD MILLS, It was possibly nemed this for Silas
Mumford who had a "large estete" in the villezge,.built a grist
mill end leter a cerding mill, He invented 2 machine to tske the
burrs out of cotton. It was the first mschine of this typel It
is further recorded that the stresight pin was invented in this
village.

' When -the name was chenged to USQUEPAUGH, does not seem to be
on record. In the beginning it was spelled without the "h"

which 1t acquired, so the story goes, when some postméster had
thé "h" edded on a cencellation stemp. It is e .word without any
chenge from the tongue of the Narragensett Indians meening

"good whiskey."

Beceuse the naturel weter power of Queen's River was readily
aveilsble, it wes e likely mill site. This river rises in West
Greenwich end flows slong under various names until it flows
into the Peswcatuck River, thence to the Ocean, Many mill wheels
" turned end several owners smessed riches menufacturing a cloth

mede mostly of cotton for the southern merket for sleves clothing.
During this ers the village even bossted of 2 hotel owned by
e Jemes Webster. Over the ber a sign resd, CASH OR BARTER.
The Potter Mill raised on July 4, 1836, was called INDEPENDENCE
MILL until the establishment of a Post Office in the village when
it beceme known as USQUEPAUG MILL. This mill burned in 1866. The
cerding mill was not rebuilt so business wes at e stand still and

mill workers moved awey. (Continued on next pege
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tnson owned it end it wes bought from him in 1909 by
g.géﬁggignstheeFirSt' Previously Mr. Kenyon had swned end operated
where he v. Og n the villege, This store housed the Post Office
buginess bcgamgsggiftertfgiinﬁagly Mo s Sl G T
GLl este shed snd -elth

Kenyons now, 1t still betns Lo el ough not operated by eny
- Cgl. Jogn c. Jawes elso ﬁgd’e_store in the villege in those

0, 9eys. He seid -"politics" héd been his avocetion since he
Wwes “knee high to a cricket, " He elways ettended Steste Democratic
Conventions end once even won on the Netionel level. It is said
thet he elweys wore e tell silk'het to those affeirs, He 1lived
with his housekeeper, 'Lissie Prue, in the Prue House.

The only church in the villege, QUEEN'S RIVER BfPTIST, was
orgenized in 1819 in Dugwey nesr the Exeter line.: It leter moved
down to Washingtonville, Tho originel building,struck by lightning
Wes hurned in 1909, wes repleced by the present edifice, .

The villegerschool-No, I Richmond Joint with No. 18 South
Kingstown-was glso in Washingtonville, In an 1883 school committee
report it tells of-a three months summer term from June through
{ugust. In the eerly 1920's the children were trensported. to
Beever River School by Mr. Fred Brown in 2 covered truck. One ' .
Father wes ¢ good rabbit hunter so his femily of three children,
in seeson, brought elong a lerd pell of rebbit stew which wes put
on the school stove to %eep werm. No doubt the delicious sroma
wes tentelizing to all, Withéut a doubt this: wes the FIRST HOT
LUNCH PROGR/M IN RICHMOND} ~~ =y

I{mong the femily nemes of the village were B.GLEY, P.LMER,
PECKH/M, WHITEHORD, KENYON, /NTHONY, JIMES, WEBSTER, & LOCK, i

Dr., Znthony visited his pstients on horsebeck using saddle
pecks for his supplies: end- medicetions. Leter, Dr. Edwerd Kenyon
visited his patients with horse and buggy before he drove cars.
No doubt he brought somc of you folks into ths World. His fathor,
L. W.Kenyon, wes Stete Senator for-fourteen years and" Herbour

Cormilssioner for twenty yeers.' ‘ .

Todey the villege numbers ebout a dozen homes, tho Grist Mill,;
end a ncw enterprise - WOOD LRD W/X WORKS.s .
3 WOW1il!.(Remarks of the Editor) '

(Continued from pege 39) This.is celled the SECOND B/PTIST
CHURCH OF RICHMOND. :(Read Cole, HISTORY OF WiSHINGTON & KENT C.p.732)

Returning to Route 138 elong the Beaver River Roed, wo stopped
at the old SAMUEL HOXIE EST/TE and visited the originel RIM with
lts metel dome end feed pipe used to pump weter from Beever River
to irrigete the fields in cultivetion, ) gk

Lest but not lcest, we stopped ¢t the Beaver River- Grove whore
we welked over steps end down into tho fiold still part of the
Semucl Hoxic estate. There, amohg theo bull briers, is another
cometory which includes the greve of Clark Tofft (d.1830 in his
69th yeer) who livod in the Hoxlec House. The stone hed been.
erected by his son, John Tefft who livod elong the 01d Stego
Coach Road thet.crossed Wilbur Hill and ceme out st tho conjunction
of the Boever River Roed end Route 138, ‘

This field trip would heve been of Intercst to men interestoed
in engineering and mechenicel devices. Everyone learned something
new. Many thenks to the /frnolds end Dewleys for the time spont
in prepering this trip, | ’

Scanned with CamScanner



38, ~ QUEEN'S RIVER B/fPTI1ST CHURCH HISTORY
. Compiled by Virglnia 4rnold

1819, October 24, the Queen's River Beptist Church wes or-
genised rt the home of Brother Honry Hubbard in South Kingatown,
South Kingstown, Octobor zlf, lol9
"Lt © convention of & number of brothron in tho above sald
town, et the dwelling houso of Brother Honry Hubberd, Elder Willlsm
Torthrup .end brethren for tho exeminetion of & bréench of the North
Ringstown Church to seo whather thoro be & church, end if so, to
set them epert es & church of our Lord Josus Christ..ftor hoering
- the brethren.of the brench go through doclering whet the Lord hed
- done for them, .end their views of ¢ church in thet plzce, saw the
union .evong . them, end we, the represcntetives of the church, thet
is Elder Williem Northup, Semuel Tillinghest, William Sweet, Jemes
Hendrick, with others, gegrec thet the Lord hed pleced & cendlestick
there, end-the brethren represontatives of the church gave them
Tellowship in the Lord end feer of God,
- Signed, in behelf of the convention,
" "Elder Williem Northup"
3 Nemes of the brethren end sisters that werc sot off as members
_Of.@UEEﬁfS RIVER CHURCH at the timc of tho foregoing convention:
Elijeh Wilcox, Henry C. Hubberd, Jemcs Smith, Noeh Wilcox,Devid
Shumen, Jr. ,Thomes B. Tennor, Peleg Slocum, Ire Boss, Joseph
- Belcher, Mery Hubbard, Henneh Tenner, Sibil Dewley, Mery Jemes,
Sareh Belcher, Hanneh Shumen,Joenne Smith, Elsie Durfeec, Mary
_“Bebceock, :my Mory end /bigeil Sweet. It would also eppear that
twenty nemes set off to form the new church were members of the
*“FIRST NORTH KINGSTOWN CHURCH, elthough upon examinetion of thoir
. records, -only ten of the nsmes were found, vix: Elijah Wilcox,
James Smith, Noeh Wilcox, David Shumen,Jr., Thomas Tanner, Peleg
Slocum, Joseph Belcher, Hemnsh Tanner, Hennah Shumen and zbigail
SwaetT.
1819, December.ly, the first mecting for business wes held st
. the home of Elijsh Wilcox,!situeted on the west side:of the highway,
ebout threc—quarters of & mile north from the Dugwey Bridge, which
in 1919 wes owned by & descendant of his, John T. Wilcox.
Ce - 1820, Zpril 1, the seccond meeting was held st the Nezereth,
" =~ commonly celled the Dugwey schoolhouse, meking it ¢ permenent
" plece of worship for the church until October 2, 18,0, a poriod
of 21 ycers. During these first yesrs, the church hed no rogular
pezstor,. .

1822, Henry Hubberd, one of the originel members, wes ordeined
to the ministry £nd becesme the church's first pastor.

1810, October 2j, the church chenged its place of worship to
the- Washingtonville schoolhousc zt Mumford's Mills (now Usquepeaugh)
situeted on the plet of ground (in 1919) owned end occupied by
Joint School District No. 4 of Richmond end No. 18 of South

" Kingatown. .

1841, Mey 9, Rev., Henry Hubberd wes stricken while proeching
end died in & fow hours cfter e pastorate of 19 ycers,

1841, Brothor Ezekiel H. Locke wes given & license to preach
since the church wecs without & pestor.

1843, Jenuery 26, Ezekiel Locke wgs ordained and beeeme the
pwestor. During his pzstorete of 25 yeers, there werc edded to tho
crurch by beptism, 147; by letter, 1llj; by expericnce, 6; e totel
of 167. (Continued on next page)
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1848, the Weshingtonville schoolhouse burned end the 39.
church wes permitted to return to the Dugwey schoolhousc.

18]493 the now church, in the process of construction for
noerly six yoers, wes completed ct the cost of $1,051.00.To pey
the dobt of building, pcws were let for es much es $2.50 & YOET.

1902, the whole interior of the church wes remodeled, moveble
seets end now heeting epperetus wes instelled et ¢ cost of 600,00,

1908, /ugust 5, the building wes struck by lightning end
totelly destroyed.

1909 - 1918, the church wes being rebuilt for neerly nine
Joers, &t the cost of ncerly $3,000.00 during which timo servicos
were held in the vestry. Rev. C.H.Pelmor wes the pestor.

1918, ¢ centenniel cclebretion wes held. Deecon Albert Hoyle
who wes the church clerk wrote the church history of 100 years,
from which most of this mcteriel wes tcken.

Mr. Hoyle wrote of the church,"It is ¢ g
tho mill cennot grind with the weter thet is pest, end the church
cennot exist on its pest successes or efforts. We fece the problems

of the present. If the light, thet hes kopt burning for 100 yeers
be kept

end hes shown the wsy for four generctions,is still to W
burning, tho pcople of this community must ewskc from their legerthy.

Rov. [f./.Geisford wes pestor st thet time.
Records since 1918 ecre not reedily eoveoileble, but meny yeers

ago, the church wes wired for elecctricity; the beautiful end com-
forteble pews will scat ebout -100 .people. /n Estey pump orgen is
still used gt Sundey services end e¢n occasionel hymn sing.

1663, a levetory wes instelled in the besement, due to the
work of a feithful friend. :

1968, a gas stove esnd o refrigerator were given by enother-
friend end heve becn instelled in the kiltchen.

It is recorded thet the first minister of the church, Rev.
Henry Hubberd, wés e blecksmith end a2 menufecturer of flne hoes,
exes, end other edged tools. During his pastpreste of 19 yeers,

;9 wcre edded to the church. He wes stricken while prcaching on
Mey 9, 1841. He belioved he wes dying end requested thet his greve
be simple end thet it be loceted on the Tenner Ferm. The grave was
outlincd in smell field stones, snd later & permsncnt merker was
pleced there, _ _

The greves of Henry Hubberd end his wife Mery were rccently
loceted in Historicel Cemetery No. 5L in South Kingstown on the
YTenner ferm." Nearby erc the graves of Thomas ‘B, Tanner end his
wife Hannch, who were elso originel mcmbers of the church,

Next yeer, on October 2, 1969, this church will observe the
150th enniversesry of its founding.
nghtinuod from pege [0)once known os the Ned Shed Ferm, where Frenk
showed us the oldest irrigetion system in tho town end thc remeins
of the old overdriven irrigetion pump, the berrel shepe and metal
goers still to be seen.This i1s known as a free flow pump.We elso
drove up to the old Shed homestecd now owned by Mr,&Mrs,Ed.Trottier.

Returning to the South County Treil we continued south to MIXLNO
GROVE end followed the old roecd which runs tlong the back side of
the Perk.If the visitor welks into the woods dircctly opposite
from the Mixeno Grove Sign, he will come to & few foundetion stones
scettered over the ground. These were once pert of the Boss Church
whcere Elder Boss wés minister./bout fifty yards to the northwest of
the Church locetion is & smell welled squere plot where Elder
vherles Boss and his wife ere buried.The Boss Church Congregetion
moved to Shennock end built the Church on the Shennock=-Kenyon Roed

sust south of the Rellroed overpess. (Seo pege 37)

lorious record,but

-
i
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L0 L.ST FIELD TRIP
ibeut cight cers, twenty-five pooplc end one bicycle were
willec ¢n & rleld trin to the Usquepeugh end Boss School District
_rzcs oof Diehmond by Mr, & Mps, Horbert irnold end Frenk Dewley.
Tavsuse to Usquopsusl iho motorcede stopped to visit the Queker
Momively now owned by the town of Richmond. Unfortunetcly for pos-
sority, the Guokers did rot belicve in merking their stones but.
2.2 who Yeov northeost corner, i1s ¢ cenoteph to one of Richmond's
2c47 pleneers who €old his home in Little Rest in 1714 end mi-
vrbeed to Richmsnd. This cenoteph rceds:
"tTRILMIN OF TH TOWN OF WESTERLY, 1728

i IN MEMORY OF '

JCIIN MOORL & HIS WIFE MERCY E/STON

TIOXEER SETTLER QF ENG. BIRTH WHC BOUGHT

T ND IN NORTIERW P.RT OF THIS TOWN, 170l

DIFS & V.S BURISD TUERE 1753 .

THIS CENOTLPH GIVEN 1903 BY GR. GR. GRLNDSON

BENJ/MIIT BLRBER MOORE
MCORE . :

TIn Usquepeugh, the Arnolds pointed out the location of the
severcl mills built by Mumfords end Jemes B.M.Potter along both
32¢23 of the dem on the Queen's River.Mester fLrnold had cut ewey
-woric of the brisrs end brenches so thet the group could welk up
30 tlic dem end foundetions. From this engle, the pond is lovely
for owlmmirg ond boeting. Verious buildings werec pointed out end
the stonec nocrker end locetion on the bridge where the Richmond

store{nsu gene)where the ber wes partly in Kichmond end partly in
Teuth Kingstown - yvery convenient for steying within the lew,
4 unique end cherming cxperience weas the visit to the Gueen's
Niter Beptis Church which will celebrcte its 150th enniversary in
2950 vrith its still useble seventy yeer old Estey Orgen. it the
rcquest of the guests, Virginie JZrnold pleyed the old organ end
21 lusbecnd, Herbert ilrnold, led us in singing some good old Bept:l:
avmng. 'winis developed into quite e concert - Herbert Lrnold hes a
vor7 powerful and pleessing voice - I would consider him the Ezio
Pinna of Uscuepengh - to me a delightful surprise
23 1 cnjoy good singing. /s the music floeted  .i.
nstvemverd from the throests of some sinners who -
s=.9cbly had not been inside £ church for yeers,
wes vadsubtedly e delightful surprlse to God ,

¢ 1¢ll ] Just goes to prove enother good reeson

cr 2 historlicel Soclety!
[£irr charch, Frenk Dewley took over lind

<oce thet mon kmow hils local history! Belleve me,

ro voelly. rcz2lly doesl We were flrst escorted to

tiiz'flalds bchind the Cheso Ferm,originelly the

Jeg: Estete where Frenk pointed out the Boss Cem=

nt2wr with stoncs es ecrly es 1720 end where Peter

2:z2: ues buried in 1851.The originsl Boss House

<28 nuc in the ficld os well es the first Boss

2lot—1lcet School house.On this seame property was

otileace of ¢t loest three Indien villages, a

vi1u wi unfinishcd ecrrow hceds epperently where

c:ildron vere loarning to meko thesc ertifects 00°t§ - sInir

oy eaocher rtotichdir rortar similer to the ono 96820 °I *U‘Supwoir,

o the HMeadowbroolk Gold Course- TI0300] s3utTmay Lot
From therc we drove to the old Heaton Orcherd XHOISIH GNOMHOTY

‘274 o the Scuth County Treil,(Scc pege 39)

~
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RICHMOND HISTORY : L1,

Vol. T Wo.9 TR Tootell Wyoning, K. T. ;02898 NOVEMBER 1968

* NEXT RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOWN MEETING

The Seventh Town Meeting of the Richmond Historlcal Soclety
will be held in the Richmond Town Hell,Tuesday evening,Nov. 19th,
et 8 P.M. We are fortunate in having es our guest spesker, Mrs,
Tva Hinchliffe, Librarisn of the Clarke Memorisl Library in
Shsennock, R.I. who will tslk on THE STORY OF THE PAWCATUCK RIVER
which will include comments on the local industriel development
elong this important boundary line dividing Richmond from her
sister town Charlestown., Those who enjoyed listening to Esther
Xenyon wlll certainly want to hear Mrs. Hinchliffe,

. COLLATION COMMITTEE o
The Collation Committee for the next town meeting will
be: Mr, & Mrs, Charles Dyson, Co-Chairmen; Mr. & Mrs, Russell
Kenyon,Jr,; end Mr. & Mrs. Fred W, Havens.Lucy Tootell will
bring a table cloth end conteiner for.the liquid refreshments

if needed., (See page 1l for instruction)

NEXT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
The next Executive Council Meeting of the Richmond Historl-
csl Society will be held at the home of Iucy Rawlings Tootell
on Tuesday evening, December third st 8 P.M. '

LAST TOWN MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

At the October Town Meeting, Lucy Rawlings Tootell telked
about two of her pet subjects 1.e. GEORGE WASHINGTON IN SOUTH
COUNTY. (See page ;3) and RHODE ISLAND HERITAGE MONTH (See page L2).
Cn the SHOW & TELL TZBLE, Carl Stoner displayed ean ertistically
arrenged collection of old nails teken from various old housess’
This collection will be on display at a future exhibit on Local
Historyo . " .

We were very sorry that the Collation Committee was under
the weather healthwlse. In spite of 1llness, they furnished re-
freshments znd only failed to be sble to be present at the meet-
ing. This shows the cealibre of the Richmond Historicel Soclety
Members - this 1s the loyelty thst mskes an organizstlon prosper
end grow. We are proud of Mr, & Mrs. Clarence Handell end Mrs,
Olga Nimmo and regret thet we sssigned these duties to them at
tais inausplcious time., Many thenksl

NEXT FIELD TRIP .

The Seventh Field Trip of the Richmond Historicel Soclety
will teke place on Sundsy afternoon, November 24, 1968, et 2 P.M.
The public is invited to meet et the Richmond Town Hall where
comforteble clothes, welking shoes, and & cemera ere rocommended.
Eerl Brunskill, Chairmen of the 0ld Kenyon School District No. 15,
is srranging an interesting tour of that erea and will act as
our officisl guide. :
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L2, RHODE ISLAND HERITAGE MONTH 208

The. Rhode Islang Heritage Month Committee,Inc. (Room 3
Roger Williams Bldg., Providence, R.I.) is a.atetewide.organi.' .
zatlon whose members sre officlals of historic end preservation
assoclations in Rhode:Island, Through their efforts the annusl
observance is undertadken end the program of events is coordinated,
It wes: first. started in 1956 es HERITAGE WEEK to include sand
honor May. Lith, 1776, the date Rhode Island beceme the first State,
to pProclsim her independence from Great Britain thereby becoming
the first free Republic in the New World.By 1966 the Stetewide
Observence was expanded ‘into HERITAGE MONTH- to facilitate better
programming of Rhode Islendt!s vast historicel resources.

Each year the Ryode Island Heritage Month Committee and the
Fhode Island Development Council publish a pemphlet which is
mailed to libraries,

museums, archives, end other public orgsen-

izetions and interested persons within the State as well as to

interested Out=-of-Steters who might 1ike to visit Rhode Island

at this time. For this Treason, the Herltege Month Program should
°ve eppeeal to the visitor and stranger of Rhode Islapd History .

.. - %

The Pamphlet selects e theme (See below)# and & Calendar of

Events for the month of May, "It glso lists points of historicel
interest-undef‘the“name.of each town.

has never been one
let's do something £ .
under the CALENDAR OF EVENTS for 19691

men for 1969, She hopes to have for the ,theme -~
. "CAPITOL:COUNT. DOWN ,
D FIVE TO ONE - . . = ¥
This.theme would emphasize the unique fact that the smallest
State in-the Union has had the most Capitols 2t any one timel
To be specific, there have been five i.e. 1, Newport, 2, Providence,
3. Kingston, ., East Greenwich, and 5, Bristol, . — e
Eventually these Cepitals became County Seats, Not ,until
Januery 1901 did the State Leglslature meet in one- Capitol, the
present besutiful State House in Providence, ; £
This theme would aptly cover the politicsal development . of
Rhode Island's Five Counties with its meny . remifications..
1969 1s a good year to make the public awere of the great
heritage rightfully belonging to Waghington County!

ik DATE CHATRMEN - THEME
1956 - David Patten
1957 John T, Murphy
1958 - Ellsworth S." Harding

1959 .. Seme " B o

1960. Same- . Flegs Over.Rhode Isleand

1961 . Seme . Independence and Union

1962 Same Architecture and The Arts
1963 Dr. William D. Metz Ships, Seilors and Seaports
1964  Szme Ploneers, Planters & Patriots
1965 Seme Words & Music

1966 Same Merchents & Manufacturers

1967 Ellsworth S, Harding Proudly We Hail
1968 Roswell S. Bosworth,Jr.Front Page News
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L GEgRGE WASHINGTON IN SOUTH COUNTY . 436
would be WHY TgE NOUt 8 County History, the first item of interest
George Wasni E? Why WASHINGTON COUNTY? '
in 1756 1776881 ggton traveled through Rhode Island four times,
horsebaék'thréugg s2,ond 1790, This Third Trip, in 1781, wes on
of Ch;rlas IT of Enggend?ounty then called KINGS COP@Tﬁ}n honor
ortunately for historisns, Washin '
g gton kept meticulous records
;grgig exgenses. Tench Tilghman, his aide de camp, kept a me-
Newnori o dﬁxpenses on this 1781 journey from New Windsor to
o vand return snd shows the followlng places where money wsas
Lgt hf endenburgs, Morehouses, getting a horse out of Bulls Fells,
chfield, Farmington, Hartford Ferry, Bolton, Traceys st Norwlch,

- Lothrops at Norwich, Norwlch Ferry, Preston, KENNIONS, Potters at

Little Rest, Narrsgansett Ferry, Connanicut Ferry, and Ne
A ] wport,.
SR R S L
2 n L] ] L] L
308 W77 W.21) gto centenn Commlssion, R.‘ . ?ary
It would be fascinating to trace the exsct route ‘thdt George
Washington took through South County. LR

After he left Preson, Conn., he stopped at KENNIONS. Was
this in Richmond? : ¢ v
© -~ <According to tradition, Washington traveled through Hopkinton

City. Jenetta Lillibridge Brown claimed her family sald hé traveled
by way of Quarrelsome Corners over-'the old Stage Coach'Roéd via
Kenyon Hill and Wilhour Hill, Frenk Dawley!s family told that he
stopped -at Kenyon's House now the home of Mr. & Mrs. ‘Richard Millar
on the Hillsdele Road.Tredition slso ‘claims that he passed by the
old Merchant House locsted just across.from the entrence to the
Grest Swamp Fight Monument. *

This KENNIONS referred to had to bs somewhere between Preston,
Conn., and POTTERS AT LITTLE REST which was the Thomas Potter Tavern
in Kingston, R.I. aqnce s gambrel roof building situeted :‘in‘the
northwest corner lot et the intersection of Kingstown 3
Roed snd North Road in Kingston Village.

George continued on east where Jeffrey Watson made -=m inter-
esting entry in his journal of March 6, 1781:"General Weshington
rode by our house with about twenty soldiers for a gusrd gbout
ten o'clock.," The Narrsgensett Ferry waes the later named SOUTH
FERRY (site of U.R.I Ococanograsphy Buildings). He continued on to
Connenicut or Jamestown Ferry and landed at LONG WHARF in Newporte
LONG WHARF is still so nsmed, " g, o

The citizens of South County or KINGS COUNTY had become sick
of English Kings by this time and, &s they loved their new hero
George Washington, changed the neme of their area, after thisl?él
trip, from KINGS COUNTY to WASHINGTON COUNTY,

Knowing the exact route of George Washington 1s e very impor-
tent part of the heritage of a county nemed for him,It is to be hoped
that everyone will try to do some research on thils so thet weé
will have something specific to offer the public by May 1969,
the next Rnode Island Heritage Month.

NEW MEMBERS

-

-

j6. Misses Emily & Loulse Hoxle, Peace Dale, Rhode Island
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68,16.1m
68.16.1b
68.16,.1c
68.16.14
68.16.10
68,16,1f
68.16.1g
68'16.lh
68,16.11
68.16,1j
68,16,.1k
68.16.11
68.16.1m
68.16.1n
68.16.10
68.16.1p
58.16.1q
68.16,1r
68.16.18
68.16.1t
68,.16.1u
68.16.1v
68.16.1w
68.16,.1x
68.16.1y
68.16.1%
68.16,1asn
68.16.1bb
68.16,1ce
68,16.144d
68.16.1ee
68,16.11fF

68.17.1

. 68,18.1

68.19.1

68.20.1

-('IB-. 20.2
58.20,3

GIFTS TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PAMPHLETS FROM THE OoLD STONE BANK
GIFTS OF:Mr. Frank Dawley

Cove i
~$§Zhi;gton’s Third Visit to Rhode Islend

Washington's Fourth Visit to Rhode Islend
The Episcopel Church in Rh?de Island i
The Eerly Cetholic Church in Rhode Islan
Rhode Island and the Telephone

Fish and Fisheries of Rhode Islend

The Blizzard of 188

Fenner Castle

The Politicsl Seviour of Rhode Islend (Semuel Gorton)
Admiral de Terney

The White Man Conquers

A Yankee From Cranston (Israel R. Potter)
Firel Fire! . '

A Man of Action (Oliver Hazerd Perry)
Builders of Pswtucket

The 01d Msrket Housse

Newport and Our' Navy

An Unlmown Destinetion(The French in the Revolution)
Awsshonks and Church : .
Silas Talbot

A Terrible Man of War (Captain John Dennis)
- Washington'!s Second Visit to Rhode Island
Huguenots in Rhode Island

Rhode Islend Ferriles )

The Mlddle Campus

Post Roads and the Mails

Early Printing in Providence

The First Rhode Islasnd Elections

0dd Characters of 0ld Narrsgansett

Fort Ninigret

Indian Traits and Customs

Article on Rhode Island

Nationel Geographic Reprint, September 1968
Gift of: Rhode Island Development Council

SOUTH COUNTY MAGAZINE 1965 :
Article:"Rhode Island's Last Frontier"
Written by Lucy Rawlings Tootell

Gift of: Lucy R. Tootell

Community Service Report 1957
Rlichmond Grange No, 6
Gift of: Mrs. Richard I, Millap

Views taken after Foundry fire in
lower Hope Valley.,

Same.

Sﬂmeo

Gift of: Mr., Earl Smith
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L45.

The disposition of lands in the town of Richmond seems to
hsve been s difficult matter for years, and the goneral assembly
eppointed a committee to dispose of vacent lends held bg authorlty
of the Colony. This committee sold & large tract June 28, 1709,
known in the records as the SHANNOCK PURCHASE. This tract ex=
tended from Exeter line on the north to Pawcatuck Rilver on the
south; on the east it wss bounded by Beaver River, and on the
west, by a meridian passing at the west end of the cemetery at
the Wood River Church.

THE SHANNOCK PURCHASE

BOUNDED $
North = Exeter Line
South -~ Pawcetuck River
Esst - Beaver River
West = Meridian pessing at east end of cemetery at

Wood River Church,

The purchasers of this tract were twenty-seven in number,

among whom were:

PURCHASERS: (Alphabetical Order)

1, James Adams l. Jemes Adems

2. John Tifft 2, George Babcock

3. Daniel Wilcox 3. Daniel Brown

L. Thomas Utter L, Joseph Brown

S. Peter Psrker 5. Weston Clarke

6. Eber Crandsll 6. William Clarke

7. Daniel Tennent 7. Freancis Colgrove
8. William Utter 8. Eber Crandall

9. Samuel Lewis 9. Jeremigh Crandsall
10. John Enos 10. John Enos

11. Nicholas Utter,dr. 1l. George Foster

12. Deaniel Brown 12, Willism Gibson

13. William Gibson 13. Samuel Lewils

1h. Weston Clerke - 1)y, Peter Parker

15, William Clarke 15, Semuel Perry

16. George Babcock 16. Daniel Tennant

17. George Foster 17. John Tifft

18. Semuel Perry 18. Nicholas Utter
19. Joseph Brown 19, Nicholss Utter,Jr.
20, John Witter 20. Thomes Utter ’
21. RNicholas Utter 2l. William Utter
22, Frencls Colgrove 22, Daniel Wilcox
23. Jeremish Crandell 23. John Witter

P e S

(REFERENCE: Cole, HISTORY OF WASHINGTON & KENT COUNTIES,page 705)
DATES OF TOWN INCORPORATIONS:

1669 -~ Westerly
1738 « Cherlestown
1747 - Richmond

T e
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L6. DO WE NEE A VIGILANTE CREW TO OUTRACE THE WRECKER???

In the Providence Journel, November 7, 1968, it stated,
‘"Remnants of en Indien schoolhouse on YMCA-owned lend in Charles-
town, demolished several weeks sgo by contractors working on
orders of YMCA offlclals, will be selveged and restored on
property owned by the Nerragensett Indiens, 1t wes announced lasE
night after a meeting between tribe members and a YMCA official,
e If the locel historicsl societies had had e volunteer group
Y of strong men and trucks reedy to dash in and seve the above

building before the wreckers arrived, much of the old Indian
School House could heve been moved. Meny people were interested
but -therewas no time to contsct end seek out these individusls
in time to selvege this historic lendmark. This is en obvious
exemple that some group hss to be reedy on s moment!s notice to
go right in and take over. This same thing is happening time end
time again to old buildings in South - County. If money is not easily

avallable, what other choice is there? The only answer is volunteer
lebor and "“minuteman astuteness"

= . Now 1s .the time for 8ll taown
or bulldings still in the :communi
now is the time to ascertain thet
.bo-rmein standing under the presen
‘should be teken - it 1s too late t
~ the time is NOW! The ti
Let's get goingl

One wonderful. thing hes come of this tragic happening - .
the town of Charlestown hgs formed a Cherlestown Historical Society,
They held &n orgenizetion meeting st the home of the President of-
the Richmond Historicel Saciety, Lucy Rewlings Tootell, and they
heve elected a most charming, enthusiastic, and able .President,

Mrs. Brenda Brophy. . Richmond welcomes her Sister Society and
wishes her - the best of success! e R

s to list and record any pleces
ty which' should be preserved and
these historic places are going
t ownership. If not, some action
o welt until demolition begins
me is NOW to orgenize a VIGILANTE CREW ]}

Mrs, Tootell is hoping thet sll local %
socleties in the County will be WLILYing ey T .
send a representative to a ‘group to be o B i
organized in the nesr future which will *

correlate the interests of .the entire County, . -
possibly to be cslled WASHINGTON COUNTY- :
HERITAGE COUNCIL. This Council would be -
helpful for R.I.Heritage Month progrems and
might be responsible for the VIGILANTE CREW,
The history of our County .is so interreleated,
1t would seem that such s .Council is feasible
and practical ror-arranging.programs, tours,
end future publicationsa

00°¢$H - seng

86820 °I*¥‘Buiwoly
TTe300] s3ugtmey Long

KHOILSIH QNOWHOIYM
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NEXT RICHMOND' HISTORICAL SOCILETY TOWN MEETING

The Eighth Town Meeting of the Richmond Uistorical Society
Wwlll be held in the Richmond Town -Hell,Tuesdey evening,Dec,17th,
at 8 P.M. All members in the sudience sre esked to participate
in the theme., CHRISTMAS MEMORIES by bringing nld time tree
decoretions, Christmas Cerds, or unique presents end to be pre-
pered to tell briefly about how YOU CELEBR/TED CHRISTMLS IT
HOME OR AT SCHOOL WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG, Herbert end Virginias LZrnold
will lead us in Yuletide Songs. The Collstion Committee will be:
Mr. & Mrs., Richerd Millar, Mr., & Mrs. Eerl Brunskill, Mr & Mrs,
Carl J. Stoner, end Lucy Tootell. There will .be no field trip
this month, : . - & ,

2 NEXT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING. -

The next Executive Councll Meeting of the Richmond Histori-
cal Society will be held at the home of Lucy Hswlings Tootell
on Tuesdey evening, January Tth at 8 P.M.,st which time, other
Washington County Historicsel Soclety Presidents will be invited
to join with them to form'alCounty:Heritage_00uncil end plan =
for Rhode Islend Heritage Month in May 1569. Lucy Rawlings Tootell
is now'official Chairman of Rhode Islend Heritege Month. ;

- LAST TOWN MEETING HIGHLIGHTS .. _

. 3 "By Petricia Millar, Sccretery: e

Lucy Rawlings Tootell, President, has .succumbed to HONG = ..

KONG FLU which 1s sweeping the country this year, J. Cerl Stoner, -
vice~President, presided. =~ .., .. 77 g ' o
The festured spesker, Mrs,- Eve Hinchliffe, spoite on THE

STORY OF THE. .P{WCATUCK RIVER, describing the esriy mills which

were esteblished on this smell but busy river which bounds the

southern edge of the town of Richmond. Mrs. Hinchliffe's prac-

ticsl comment sense of humor lightened  the fucts cof yesteryesar

considersbly, Some of these mllls represent family genealogies,

gs the businesseg pessed from relestive to reletive, : _

The group was pleased with e little light hearted, romentic,
bentering between Den Jemes and Mrs., Hinchliffe (both octo=
generiens), when Dan suggested she should have made herself more
sveilsble when he was peddling his csnoe down the Pewcatuck River
in his esrlier deys. It seems thet Dan and & young friend would
ennuelly prove their stemina by traveling from Providence to the
Ltlentic Ocean at Wetch Hill by cenoe, portege, r=il and agaln
by csnoe; the Pawcatuck belng thelr nost strenuous bit belore the
ocean ltself, Denny told of fevorite resting places end his
tone intimeted that more than one young lady had edmired his
prowess with the psddle and suggested that Mrs. Hinchliffe hed
missed out on e gay ride or two, by not being eround. Mrs,
Hinchlifee, of course, responded with quick witticism» end
wondered how he got back home; which questior. prorpted Danny to
tell of cenoeing steedily from Wetch Hill to Wickford in the
rolling ocean. He sald they were tired boys wkon they landed
ashorel The cookles and coffee were good-
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L8, THE PIZWCLTUCK RIVER STORY
Eva Hinchliffe -
Meny of you, I em sure, have reed or heerd about a book
celled THE TOWN THAT SAVED [/ STATE, which tells the story of
: how ' the inhabitents of Westerly, years ago, stubbornly withstood
. the demenr’sof Connecticutt on one side end Mass. Bay Colony on
the other, end ellied themselves with the Colony of Rhode Islend,
thus gusranteeing 1ts boundaries. .
If a town could seve a State then this story is how a.river,
the Pswcetuck, helped bulld thet Steste all slong its course;for

- .. our particular interest in this story, that section that lies

-along the benks of the river separating Charlestown.and Richmond.
. In that period when vast glaciers swept over New Englend
end chenged the face of the land; down here in our locality,
between cracks in the surface, flowed a small stream running out
..of 8 larger body of water which we now call GRELT or WORDEN!S
FOND. Thet was our river. It has hed various names: Pswcatuck
wes the original Indien neme, giveén it by the Narregensetts:
Dr. John Clarke, essociste of Roger Williams, called it THE
NZRREG/NSETT: the local Indiens hed thelr own speclal nsme, THE
. -SH/NNUCK, meaning "squirrel": less than fifty years ago meps
- designeted 1t ss the CH/RLES RIVER: but it seems now to have
settled -back to its originel, THE P/WC/TUCK. It is only e streem
-of & few miles in length, but oh such a busy and uséful stream,

.. Before the white people came into this section, the Indians

over-ren the lend. They were the Niantics, and the river was their
source of food end weter and their mesns of trensportetion.

They were often at wer with other tribes, especielly the Pequots
who then held swey over most of the Connecticutt land. Each
claimed fishing rights to the Pawcetuck end history tells us of
many fights between them., One that wss known and hds been re-
.corded on a merker to be seen to this very dey, wes &t the Shan-
nock Ford in thet village. The tribes fought sevagely for many
hours, We know that meny chiefteins were killed and were given
burial in a lerge grevel pit just beyond the River Ford. When the
present reilroad was built in the early 1800's, thén ‘celled the
Providence & Stonington Railroad, it passed almost directly over
this seme ford. Much gravel wes removed from the pit for use in
contruction end while digging, the workers uncovered the relics
of meny Indien Braves, the bones still fastened to posts so that
the bodies could be burled in an upright position, e ‘custom
reserved for Indien royelty. 7 ST ¢

' Our first records of the white'people coming into the south-
western pert of the R.I. Colony were gbout 1630. A tract of lend
wes purchased (Roger Williams insisted that the netives be peid
in some wey for the land tesken),a trect.comprising ell of whet is
now the combined towns of Westerly, Hopkinton, Charlestown snd
Richmond. This big aree wes celled MISQU/MICUTT. Nesrly & hundred
yeers lster, in 1709, & portion of land on "the north side of the
P/IWC/TUCK RIVER and including practically all of whet is now the
town of Richmond, was bought and settled by a group of twenty
colonists. The list included many well-known family names: Utter,
Bebcock, Clerk, Brown, Crandall, Green. This wes called the
SH/NNOCK PURCH/SE. (Continued on page 49)
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